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August 15, 2016
Re:  DIO Seeking Nominations for Youth with Expertise in Disability and  

        Accessibility to Participate in a National Youth Forum
Greetings,

The Disabilities Issues Office (DIO) wishes to share an important opportunity to contribute to a national discussion on accessibility legislation.  The Government of Canada is inviting Manitoba youth with expertise in a broad range of disabilities to participate in a national conversation about accessibility.  These discussions will be part of a day-long National Youth Forum planned in Ottawa in November 2016.  Honourable Carla Qualtrough, Canada’s first Minister of Sport and Persons with Disabilities, will host the forum. 

The National Youth Forum is part of a broader process of consultation by the Government of Canada on accessibility legislation.  The goal is to promote equality of opportunity and increase the inclusion and participation of Canadians who have disabilities or functional limitations.  The criteria to apply to attend the National Youth Forum are as follows:  
Youth must:
· Be between 15 and 30 years old in November 2016;

· be residents of Canada;

· have a disability or have life experience, academic experience or work experience related to disability and accessibility; and,
· demonstrate their leadership or involvement in an area related to disability and accessibility in their community, their region, or nationally.

To learn more about how all Manitobans can participate in the national consultation on-line and in person, and how youth can apply to the National Youth Forum, please visit www.esdc.gc.ca/en/consultations/disability/legislation/index.page   The deadline for submissions to the Government of Canada is September 15, 2016.
In addition to applying on-line to the Government of Canada, youth are invited to apply through the Disabilities Issues Office (DIO) for two spots designated for Manitoba at the National Youth Forum.  To facilitate the duplicate application process, youth are welcome to submit to the DIO their video or essay application prepared for the Government of Canada application process.  Or, simply respond to the attached application form.  It is important that nominees demonstrate past and future community involvement.   
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Nominations to the DIO must be submitted by September 13, 2016.  Please send your application to Colleen Watters at colleen.watters@gov.mb.ca.  For further explanations, or to request a disability accommodation for the application process, please contact (204) 945-5304. 
Please share this information broadly to ensure strong representation from Manitoba and the National Youth Forum. 
Thank you.

Yours sincerely,

Colleen Watters

Colleen Watters

Policy Analyst



Application to Become a Manitoba Delegate to the National Forum 

1. Name
2. Contact information

3. Date of birth

4. Essay:  In 250 words or in a 3-minute video, please describe:

a. your life, academic or work experience related to disability and accessibility;

b. what you hope to contribute as a delegate; 

c. what an accessible Canada means to you; and

d. an example of your involvement and/or leadership experience in your community.
